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“ The student accommodation sector has seen many changes over the 
last few years and has become an institutional asset with many new 
players entering the market. Since building my first purpose-built 
student villages in the 1990s, I have always believed that the best 
product in the best locations will always succeed. It is a simple formula 
that continues to work.

“ At Downing we continue to deliver world-class, sustainable buildings 
for education. We consistently outperform the market in occupancy 
levels and client feedback surveys due to the quality of our offering and 
I intend to ensure that the standard of delivery remains at the highest 
possible levels as we enter a further phase of growth.”

 George Downing, Founder and Chairman, Downing



SCHEMES UP TO 2014

UNDER DEVELOPMENT – 2015 ONWARDS

TOTAL
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Building the portfolio 

For over three decades, Downing has steadily built its education 
portfolio creating inspirational student accommodation and facilities 
in some of the leading university cities in the country. With £600m of 
developments successfully completed, Downing is now significantly 
expanding its presence across the UK and working in partnership with 
leading educational establishments to deliver £500m of new landmark 
schemes in the UK’s most prestigious student cities.

8,000+
STUDENT BEDROOMS DEVELOPED 
ACROSS THE UK

5,500
STUDENT BEDROOMS UNDER 
DEVELOPMENT ACROSS THE UK

13,500+
STUDENT BEDROOMS ACROSS THE UK

£600M
OF DEVELOPMENT DELIVERED  
ON TIME AND TO BUDGET

£500M
OF DEVELOPMENT  

99%+
OCCUPATION LEVELS  
ACROSS ALL SCHEMES

“I HAVE INVESTED WITH DOWNING OVER SEVERAL YEARS. I ALWAYS 
LOOK FOR AN HONEST MANAGEMENT TEAM WITH A GOOD TRACK 
RECORD AND MY DECISION TO INVEST WITH DOWNING HAS BEEN 
WELL REWARDED. I LOOK FORWARD TO THE FUTURE WITH GEORGE 
AND HIS TEAM.”
JOHN HARGREAVES, INVESTOR

£1,100M
OF DEVELOPMENT 



Working with leading UK universities

As one of the UK’s most experienced landlords, Downing continues to innovate and hone its 
offering; emphasising its commitment to delivering superior, sustainable student accommodation 
underpinned by award-winning design. It’s no coincidence that a company focused on delivering 
spectacular developments, thoughtfully conceived to encompass the needs of students, universities 
and local communities, has a presence in the most prestigious university cities across the breadth 
of the UK. With an eye for detail that is rare in the student accommodation market, Downing is 
committed to working hand in hand with leading UK universities to create a world-class student 
experience. Indeed, this commitment to partnership working means its schemes are often integrated 
into university campuses with nomination or lease agreements in place across the country. 

“GOOD STUDENT MANAGEMENT IS AN INTEGRAL PART OF 
DOWNING’S APPROACH. WE EMPLOY HIGHLY EXPERIENCED 
MANAGEMENT TEAMS AND OUR HALL OF RESIDENCE MANAGERS 
ARE ON-SITE, ACCESSIBLE AND UNDERSTAND THE PRESSURES 
YOUNG ADULTS FACE LIVING AWAY FROM HOME.”
ANN LODGE, JOINT CHIEF EXECUTIVE, DOWNING
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LEEDS

1,700 
STUDENT BEDROOMS

130,000 SQ FT  
OF TEACHING SPACE

£220M 
TOTAL VALUE

In Leeds, Broadcasting Tower’s 23 storeys 
of stepped, irregular elevations and striking 
Cor-Ten cladding earned the scheme numerous 
awards, including beating the Burj Khalifa to be 
named ‘World’s Best Tall Building’ by the CTBUH 
– a global panel of architects based in Chicago. 
RIBA judges called the design, by Stirling Prize-
winners Feilden Clegg Bradley ‘truly iconic’. 

Downing’s successful Central Village scheme 
has seen it deliver over 1,200 student bedrooms 
in Leeds over three phases. The fourth 
phase consists of a further 474 bedrooms in 
partnership with the University of Leeds. The 
Central Village schemes are based in the heart 
of the university campuses and have been 
supplemented with 10,000 sq ft of retail space. 

“WELL EXECUTED AND DEFTLY PLACED, THE PROJECT 
POSITIONS ITSELF AS A STRONG CONTRAST AND YET 
STILL FEELS COMPLEMENTARY TO ITS CONTEXT.”
GORDON GILL, CTBUH AWARDS CHAIR





Working in partnership with the University of Newcastle, Downing has 
successfully delivered 1,300 student beds over three phases with a final 
phase of 500 beds. The developments comprise a mix of cluster and 
studio accommodation, which was let to Newcastle University under 
nomination agreement and directly let to the market. The scheme has 
consistently achieved 100 per cent occupation. Downing reinvigorated 
Heber Street as part of the scheme; carrying out public realm works to 
create a pedenstrianised link to the Science Central development.

The £250m Downing Plaza development also features 120,000 sq ft of 
teaching space, a 183-room hotel, and extensive retail space and forms 
an impressive gateway to Newcastle City Centre, perfectly placed for 
the ultimate student lifestyle.
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NEWCASTLE

1,800 
STUDENT BEDROOMS

120,000 SQ FT  
OF TEACHING SPACE

£250M 
TOTAL VALUE

“THE MANAGEMENT OF THE STUDENT 
EXPERIENCE, INCLUDING THE ARRIVAL AND 
INDUCTION PROCESS BY THE SITE TEAM HAS 
BEEN EXCELLENT. WE WOULD RECOMMEND 
DOWNING AS A PROFESSIONAL, CARING AND 
COMMITTED ORGANISATION”
MARGARET HUNTER, DIRECTOR OF ACCOMMODATION AND 
HOSPITALITY SERVICES AT NEWCASTLE UNIVERSITY





Downing is developing its London portfolio 
and has over 1,200 beds in London, worth over 
£260m. Downing’s first scheme in the capital, 
The Lyra, in North Acton, West London delivers 
209 high quality studio apartments and retail. 
The accommodation is across two adjacent 
seven-storey buildings with retail at ground 
floor. The scheme is conveniently located in 
Zone 2 on the Central Line and achieved a 
BREEAM rating of ‘excellent’. The development 
marks Downing’s commitment to bringing 
superior, sustainable and energy efficient 
student buildings across the UK’s major 
student centres.

LONDON 

1,200+ 
STUDENT BEDROOMS 

£260M
TOTAL VALUE 
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NORTH ACTON, 
LONDON

209  
STUDIO APARTMENTS  
AND RETAIL 

£30M
TOTAL VALUE

 ZONE 2 



Situated in the heart of the historic Lambeth Palace Conservation Area 
in Zone 1, Downing’s first scheme in Lambeth provides high-quality, 
sustainable studio accommodation for 140 students. The £30m scheme, 
which backs onto Archbishop’s Park, overlooks the Houses of Parliament 
and is located close to London’s leading higher education institutions. 
The scheme features accessible rooms and students also benefit from 
features including a courtyard, outdoor terrace and garden. 

LAMBETH ROAD, 
LONDON

140  
STUDENT BEDROOMS 

£30M
TOTAL VALUE

 ZONE 1 



Downing’s £120m Vauxhall scheme is an iconic 
32 storey, purpose-built student development of 
553 bedrooms in the heart of Vauxhall and Nine 
Elms in Zone 1. The company’s third scheme 
in the capital, The South Lambeth Road tower 
has revitalised a vacant 0.165 hectare site 
opposite Vauxhall Park. Designed by Stirling 
Prize-winning architects, Feilden Clegg Bradley, 
the development features a gym, a 25-metre 
swimming pool and a 32nd floor roof garden 
overlooking London’s skyline.

VAUXHALL, 
LONDON

553  
STUDENT BEDROOMS 

£120M 
TOTAL VALUE

25-METRE  
SWIMMING POOL AND GYM

ICONIC TOWER
32ND FLOOR ROOF TERRACE

 ZONE 1
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Downing is delivering a 400 bed 
student accommodation development 
in Zone 2 on the Central Line with an 
end value of £80m. Featuring a mix of 
studio bedrooms and cluster flats, the 
scheme will be conveniently situated 
adjacent to North Acton tube station. 

NORTH ACTON, 
LONDON

400+  
STUDENT BEDROOMS 

£80M 
TOTAL VALUE

 ZONE 2

“OUR TEAM HAS THE EXPERIENCE AND THE RESOURCES 
TO SECURE THE PRIME CITY CENTRE LOCATIONS. WE ARE 
DRIVEN BY A DESIRE TO DEVELOP HIGHLY SUSTAINABLE 
STUDENT RESIDENCES AND DELIVER FIRST CLASS 
CUSTOMER SERVICE. THE DOWNING PRODUCT IS NOW 
RECOGNISED AS THE BENCHMARK FOR STUDENT 
ACCOMMODATION ACROSS THE UK.”
PAUL HOUGHTON, DIRECTOR, DOWNING



Downing has successfully delivered 1,200 beds in Liverpool 
and is bringing forward a further 1,600 student beds 
across the Islington district of Liverpool. The schemes are 
conveniently located 400 metres from the Liverpool John 
Moores and University of Liverpool campuses.

The development includes 578 bedrooms for students 
spread across three buildings. Further phases of work 
include a contemporary ten-storey development constructed 
at Moss Street and Islington Junction featuring a range 
of luxury studio and cluster bedrooms. The mixed-use 
scheme comprises 317 bedrooms, with a retail unit and 
café incorporated. 

An additional phase features a 730 bedroom development on 
Norton Street. The development includes cluster flats of up 
to six bedrooms, as well as social, gym, laundry and group 
areas and ground floor retail units.

LIVERPOOL 

1,200 
STUDENT BEDROOMS IN 
COMPETED SCHEMES

1,600 
STUDENT BEDROOMS UNDER 
DEVELOPMENT

£200M
COMBINED VALUE
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ISLINGTON, 
LIVERPOOL

1,600
STUDENT BEDROOMS



Downing has delivered a £75m student accommodation scheme in the 
heart of Cambridge city centre. Situated next to Cambridge railway 
station, one of the most sought-after locations in the city, the student 
accommodation development features a mixture of contemporary cluster 
flats and studios.

The scheme comprises three six-storey blocks, with 586 bedrooms. 
The highly-sustainable accommodation features a retail arcade on the 
ground floor and includes 300 cycle stands to encourage green travel. 
Part of the wider CB1 development, the accommodation sits alongside 
high-quality residential apartments, commercial space, retail and hotel 
space, restaurants and bars. 
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CAMBRIDGE

586  
STUDENT BEDROOMS 

£75M 
TOTAL VALUE

“STUDENT ACCOMMODATION IS ONE OF THE 
BEST-PERFORMING ASSET CLASSES IN 
THE UK. THE HIGH-QUALITY OF EDUCATION 
ON OFFER IN THE UK AND THE STANDARD 
OF OUR UNIVERSITIES MEANS DEMAND, 
PARTICULARLY FROM THE INTERNATIONAL 
MARKET, IS LIKELY TO BE CONSISTENT. 
DOWNING RECOGNISES THIS POTENTIAL AND 
WE ARE A MAJOR EQUITY INVESTOR IN OUR 
SCHEMES. WE ALSO HAVE THE FLEXIBILITY TO 
WORK WITH CO-INVESTORS AND FUNDERS TO 
MAXIMISE THE OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE.”
SIMON GARNETT, FINANCE DIRECTOR, DOWNING



COVENTRY 

600  
STUDENT BEDROOMS

£50M 
TOTAL VALUE

Downing is delivering 600 student beds in Belgrade Plaza 
in Coventry. The £50m mixed use scheme features a 
mix of high-quality studio rooms and cluster flats and 
is conveniently situated for the Warwick and Coventry 
University campuses.

The Times and The Sunday Times Good 
University Guide 2015 has declared The 
University of Warwick ‘The University of the 
Year’ while Coventry University has been named 
‘University of the Year for Student Experience’ 
and has retained its title of ‘Modern University 
of the Year’ for the second consecutive year.
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EXETER

203  
STUDENT BEDROOMS 

£20M 
TOTAL VALUE

“GOOD STUDENT MANAGEMENT IS AN AREA IN WHICH WE’RE REALLY FOCUSED ON 
EXCELLING, AS SUCH, OUR TEAMS ARE ABLE TO OFFER BRILLIANT PASTORAL AND 
PRACTICAL CARE, ON EVERYTHING FROM BLOCKED DRAINS TO PANIC ATTACKS. 
WE ALSO WORK CLOSELY WITH UNIVERSITIES AND HAVE DEVELOPED SUCCESSFUL 
PARTNERSHIP MODELS ON MANY OF OUR SCHEMES, WHICH CREATES A JOINED-UP 
APPROACH AND ENSURES THE BEST RESULTS FOR STUDENTS.”
ANN LODGE, JOINT CHIEF EXECUTIVE, DOWNING

Downing is developing a high-quality student accommodation scheme in 
the heart of Exeter, which provides 203 student beds. The £20m mixed 
use scheme features a range of superior studio rooms and cluster flats 
with associated retail amenities. The scheme is well located for local 
transport links and the University campus.

Downing manages and operates over 3,000 student beds across the 
country in partnership with major education institutions, providing a 
best-in-class recognisable, fundable, educational asset. 



GLASGOW

1,050  
STUDIO BEDROOMS

£100M 
TOTAL VALUE

Downing’s initial £65m West Village scheme has revitalised  
the site of a former railway station to create a luxury 
student accommodation development in one of the UK’s 
premier university cities. The 220,000 sq ft development 
is set within generous landscaped gardens on the banks 
of the River Kelvin and provides accommodation for 701 
students. The scheme sits alongside a future £35m 350 
bed development in the heart of Glasgow’s vibrant and 
cosmopolitan West End on Byres Road, a short walk 
away from the city’s best bars, restaurants and shops. It 
features two ten storey buildings, one of which is curved to 
create a landmark at a key junction. The development ties 
in with a new riverside walk, which will be created over the 
coming years, as the rest of the site is developed.
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EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES FOR 4,000 STUDENTS

As a company Downing is committed to giving something 
back. The firm works closely with its project partners and 
leading universities to sponsor initiatives which drive forward 
research and progression in the fields of sustainable design, 
heritage preservation and the development of sustainable 
community facilities. Alongside its world-class student 
accommodation developments, Downing also works in 
partnership with leading universities to deliver world-class 
teaching and learning spaces. 

Downing created a new campus for Newcastle University, 
negotiating with the University to build and finance a 
100,000 sq ft development for the Newcastle University 
Business School (NUBS). The wider development was the 
largest to be granted planning permission in Newcastle  
city centre in more than three decades and transformed 

the city’s former Scottish and Newcastle Brewery site.  
The bespoke design which Downing conceived and delivered 
incorporates large lecture theatres, post-graduate facilities, 
including lounges and social areas. 

The company has also delivered faculty buildings for Leeds 
Beckett University within its Broadcasting Place development. 
Delivered inside a conservation area and integrated into the 
university’s campus, the building houses 130,000 sq ft of 
teaching space for the Faculty of Arts and Society. The 
mixed-use project included the delivery of a new Baptist 
church for the local community and the preservation of 
a protected building – a former BBC headquarters. With 
Broadcasting Place, Downing has created a world class 
product for an institution competing on an international stage, 
without compromising on affordability for the end user.

Below 
Newcastle University 
Business school

Top right 
Broadcasting Place, 
Leeds Beckett 
University

250,000 SQ FT 
OF TEACHING SPACE



“AT LEEDS BECKETT WE HAVE WORKED WITH DOWNING BOTH IN 
PARTNERSHIP, AS A CLIENT AND AS A NEIGHBOUR SINCE 2008. WE HAVE 
ALWAYS FOUND DOWNING TO BE A PROFESSIONAL ORGANISATION WITH 
A CULTURE OF OPENNESS AND A WILLINGNESS TO WORK TOGETHER TO 
RESOLVE ISSUES THAT ARISE FOR THE MUTUAL BENEFIT OF BOTH PARTIES.”
STEPHEN WILLIS, FINANCE DIRECTOR, LEEDS BECKETT UNIVERSITY
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The Downing Group 
There is a clear focus on education within 
Downing but the group has wider expertise. 
With more than 20 years’ experience 
developing, managing and financing the built 
environment, our strategy has always been 
to maintain a careful balance of projects in 
different markets. 

Downing’s substantial portfolio includes 
major office complexes, retail hubs, car parks, 
listed buildings, and leisure accommodation. 
It has developed and managed bespoke 
accommodation for a range of blue chip 
companies, central government departments 
and leading Universities and, as a development 
partner to the public sector, Downing maintains 
an ongoing involvement in large scale 
regeneration and infrastructure projects.

Downing is proud of its commercial portfolio 
and is committed to its role as a responsible 
caretaker and preserver of landmark city 
buildings. Downing’s Grade II* Listed Port of 
Liverpool Building is the jewel of Liverpool’s 
UNESCO world heritage waterfront and 
flagship of the company’s portfolio. Downing 
has made a multi-million investment in the 
building; refurbishing and modernising the 
landmark to ensure it retains its place in the 
city’s architectural legacy. 

As Liverpool’s biggest commercial landlord, 
Downing achieved the city’s largest ever open 
market office letting to the United Kingdom 
Borders Agency and, at the height of the 
recession, brought forward Newcastle’s largest 
planning application for a generation. 

The company has its own contracting division, 
George Downing Construction and retains a 
highly skilled, multi-disciplined team of in-house 
property professionals. As a result of our wide 
portfolio and in-house resources, it’s our aim to 
achieve economies of scale to provide maximum 
value for development and facilities management.

Contact us 
If you want to find out more about opportunities  
with Downing, please contact us on:

t: 0151 707 2666 
e: annlodge@downing.com 
e: paulhoughton@downing.com





Downing, 5 Myrtle Street, Liverpool L7 7DN www.downing.com


